During the past quarter, extending from 20th March to 20th June, the total number of patients admitted was 894, the total dismissed was 935, and the total deaths were 96; of these 690 were admitted to the medical and surgical wards, and 204 to the fever wards. The dismissals from the former were 736, and from the latter 199. The deaths in the one were 65, and in the other 31. The number of accident cases amounted to 158. The average number of fever cases in the house has continued small, ranging between 40 and 60. The number of small-pox cases has been comparatively high, averaging from 16 to 24. Last year the greatest number of small-pox cases occurred during the summer months, this year they began to increase at a somewhat earlier period of the year; of the 65 fatal cases which occurred in the medical and surgical wards, more than threefourths occurred in the medical wards.
The great comparative mortality in this department of the house was mentioned in last report, and was accounted for by the numerous cases of phthisis, dropsies, &c., in an advanced stage, which were admitted. The same cause continues to produce a like result. The surgical wards have continued in a remarkably healthy state, and it is trusted that a vigorous prosecution of the measures adopted will keep them in the same good sanitary condition.
We will give a brief resum6 of the principal operations:? I. Amputations of the Lower Extremity.?1. Of the Thigh.?J. W., aged 16, disease of the knee-joiut, of two years' duration, was admitted on the 16th March. Amputation was performed in lower third of the thigh, and though not yet dismissed, is recovered.
J. M'O., aged 30, admitted on 3d May, with disease of the femur (ostitis of six weeks' standing), had amputation performed on the 1st June. He was much debilitated previous to the operation, and the chances of recovery were small. He died on the 4th June.
J. B., aged 47, was admitted on the 2nd June, with compound fracture of the lower end of the femur. The condyles were separated from the shaft and from one another, and synovia escaped abundantly from the wound. He at first refused to have the leg removed, but on the following day gave his consent. The limb was removed in the lower third.
At first he seemed to do well, but having a constitution debilitated by intemperance, he gradually sank, and died on the 7th.
M. M., aged 9, was admitted with diseased knee-joint and atrophy of the leg of 5 years' duration. The leg was removed above the knee, but symptoms of phlebitis rapidly supervened, which terminated in a fatal issue. They must be excreted in some way or other, otherwise death would very soon take place, preceded by symptoms indicating oppression on the brain.
The most extraordinary case of suppression of urine on record is one related in the Philosophical Transactions, where a young man lived to the age of 17 years, without ever having passed any urine. But he had a constitutional diarrhoea?a continual aqueous flux, by which the urea usually excreted by the kidneys was discharged from the system. In Dr. M'Ewan's case there appears to have been nothing of this kind, so that it was certainly most remarkable that the man should have lived eight days.
Dr. Steven and another member made a few remarks, agreeing with the previous speakers.
Dr. M'Ewan, in reply, stated that he had forgot to mention that on the fifth day of the suppression there was a distinct urinous smell in the perspiration, which might perhaps go a certain way in explaining the fact of life being preserved so long, without any natural discharge from the kidney. He farther remarked, in relation to cholera, that although the return of the urinary secretion was not always followed by recovery, yet it has been generally found that a copious discharge of urine usually preceded the disappearance of the choleraic symptoms.?The society then adjourned.
3. Report of the Olasgoic Royal Asylum for Lunatics, for 1854.?Admissions.
The total number of patients admitted amounts to 240; and, as has generally been the case in this asylum, the number of males exceeds that of the females, there being 123 of the former, and 117 of the latter. The relative proportion of male to female patients, calculated from the total number of admissions (6, 827) since the opening of the asylum, is as 119*3 of the former, to 100 of the latter? or very nearly as 6 to 5. This preponderance of male patients has been so very generally observed in our past history, and is so decided, that it must depend on other than mere accidental causes.
Of those admitted, 107 were affected with Mania, 83 with Monomania, including Melancholia, and 50 suffered from Dementia.
1 have already, in my former reports, defined these terms, and stated the sense in which I employ them. In the class of cases constituting the first group, recoveries, for various reasons, most frequently take place. The disease is more amenable to treatment than the other forms ; and it is in such cases that remedial aid must be and is soonest sought. Many recoveries also take place in those cases forming the second group. In this class, the disease is, for the most part, gradual in its approach, slow and insidious in its progress, and in very many instances is associated either with visceral complications, or a generally enfeebled state of the nervous system. In the third group, recovery occurs less frequently. The mental infirmity characteristic of this class of cases may be the result of orignal mal-development, or the consequence of cerebral disease or injury of the brain ; it is often associated with such diseases as epilepsy and paralysis, and is frequently coincident with the advance of old age.
A question has been raised as to the safety and propriety of admitting patients usually denominated "criminal lunatics" into a public lunatic asylum, and various objections have been urged condemnatory of the practice. It is therefore likely, and the rather that this subject has been taken up by competent authority, that state hospitals in England and Scotland will be provided by the Government, similar to the one in Ireland, exclusively for this class of patientsThree patients under this head were admitted; one of them, a male, got up during the night, and seizing a knife ran out of the house with it, and stabbed the first person whom he chanced to meet upon the road. Another patient, a female, while under the care of her friends, contrived to get possession of a knife, and with it stabbed her husband. The act in both instances was the same, only the circumstances differed. The one was under no surveillance and stabbed a stranger, the law interfered, the man was apprehended, proved to be insane, and committed?a criminal lunatic. The other patient, though watched and tended, stabbed her husband, the relatives kept the matter quiet, and she was committed to the asylum as an ordinary patient.
The designation " criminal lunatic" for such cases ought to be discarded ; it is a misnomer, and its employment tends unfortunately to degrade the unhappy being to whom it may chance to be applied. Some 
